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Towson United Methodist Church’s mission is to  

proclaim the Word of God  

and to make disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Faithful discipleship includes 

celebration, connection, development, service, and sharing. 
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Sunday Mornings at TUMC  

Pictured above, Childrenõs Time with  

Pastor Rod.  The childrenõs conversations 

and comfort with him are enlightening and 

precious.  Childrenõs Time is during both 

services the 2nd Sunday of the month.  

Pictured right, top, the Alleluia Singers 

lead us in music at the 8:30 service the 

2nd & 4th Sunday of the month.   

The Carol Choir, pictured right, bottom, 

joins the Alleluia Singers at 8:30 the  

2nd Sunday of the month.  Chick- fil - A Missions Night  

Thank you for having dinner out instead of 

cooking at home the 2nd Monday of the 

month.  20% of the cost of your meal has 

helped the Missions budget to òchange the 

world.ó  We are finished this program for 

the year.  Watch for more fun -$ -raising 

opportunities in the future!  Pictured here 

are a few of the loyal TUMC patrons.  
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From our Pastor...  
Going to Church 

 What does going to church mean today?  
{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ 
of parents and children walking hand in hand up 
the sidewalk to the white-washed church wearing 
their suits and dresses.  No one has to tell us that, 
while this image is part of our heritage, it no 
longer represents the prevailing reality. Going to 
church today has a number of differences from the heyday of church 
attendance sixty years ago.    

 Robert D. Putnam, author, researcher and professor from Harvard 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ DǊŀŎŜ ς How 
wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ 5ƛǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ¦ƴƛǘŜǎ ¦ǎέΦ  Iƛǎ ǘŜŀƳ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ǊŀƴŘƻƳ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ 
3,000 people across the country ς and re-interviewed them twice over a 5 
year period.  Here are some of his findings: 

 Lƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎ ς over 60% of the population attended religious services 
weekly. While they were not necessarily more committed, attending 
church was part of daily life for most people.  Today, 35% of the U.S. 
population attend religious services regularly. While still significantly 
higher than some European countries and Canada, these findings point to 
a seismic shift in churchgoing patterns.  One of the questions on the survey 
has to do with religious preference.  For many years, the number of people 
ǿƘƻ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ƴƻ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ мл҈Φ  tǳǘƴŀƳΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 
recent statistics (August 2011) indicate that 33% of people in their 
twenties today identify no religious preference, and indications are that 
the percentage is continuing to rise.  This number is already much higher 
than in any previous time in our history.  Most people in their twenties 
today indicated that, while they do not identify with an established church,  
they are not atheists; they pray regularly and are very interested in 
spirituality.  At the same time, they are alienated from established religion.  

 Putnam also found that church attendance and, specifically, having 
friends in church had some very positive results.  He concludes that those 
who go to church and know people in church tend to volunteer more 
outside the church, give more inside and outside the church, and are more 
involved in moral causes and progressive causes.  They tend to be leaders 
in their communities and are more involved in community projects than 
non-ŎƘǳǊŎƘƎƻŜǊǎΦ  IŀǾƛƴƎ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŀōƭŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƻǳǘΦ  

 tǳǘƴŀƳΩǎ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ 
attention to the yearnings and questions of young people.  We need to 

learn from them so that we can connect and speak in 
helpful ways to their hopes and needs.  It is incumbent 
upon us to listen and seek to understand those who are 
searching for a home where they have never found it 

before.  Churchgoing patterns are changing.  I encourage us to take time to 
step back and be open to what is being said.  Changing patterns also 
provide new opportunities.  I believe those opportunities are in front of us 
now.                                      τ Rod 

Rod Miller 

Entering church for an 
evening service celebrating the new 
Towson United Methodist Church 

May 1958 

Sunday School Class 
First Methodist Church, Towson 

c. 1955 

Churchgoing patterns are changing.  
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Sunday Morning  
 

 8:15τ12:15 Continuous childcare for infants/toddlers/2s/3s in Room 122 
 

  8:30 & 11:00  Sunday Morning Worship Services in the Sanctuary 
  Children and Worship for children age 4τ1st grade in Room 314 
 

              9:30   Coffee, Danish, & Fellowship in Room 212 
 

 9:45τ10:45 Sunday School for children & youth (2 years old thru 12th grade) 
  Christian Connections for adults 
 

               11:00 Worship for Life, 3rd Sunday of each month, for 2nd-5th Graders in Room 311 
 

November Worship Schedule 
November 6 All Saints Celebration; Re-Calculating: Finding Our Way ThroughτGrief; John 11: 28-37 
November 13 Re-Calculating:  Finding Our Way ThroughτSuffering; John 5: 2-14 
November 20 Celebrating Christ the King; Re-Calculating: Finding Our Way ThroughτTransitions; John 6: 1-15 
November 27 First Sunday of Advent; Welcomingτthe Strangers; Isaiah 64: 1-9; Mark 13: 24-37 
December 4 Second Sunday of Advent; Welcomingτthe Seekers; Isaiah 40: 1-11; Mark 1: 1-8 

From our Minister of Discipleship...  
 

I have been struck lately with how closely humility is related to love.  Humility is an easily 
misunderstood word that simply means understanding our true place in creation.  We are creatures 
of God and so we are not to use creation (including one another) carelessly.  Our place is to submit to 
ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ŀƭƛƎƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƻǊ ǿƘƻ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ 
Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  !ǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ 
holy, and so is everyone else.   

Humility can also be understood as gentleness.  I like that!  As humble disciples, we treat 
ourselves, other people, and all of creation very, very gently.  It is easy to see how humility is 
misunderstood and even disliked.  Gentleness is not highly valued.  Gentle people, humble people, can be viewed as 
ƎǳƭƭƛōƭŜ ƻǊ ǿŜŀƪΦ  ²Ŝ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ƻƴǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǎ ƻǳǊǎ ōȅ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
handicapped on the light rail.  They are clearly marked for the specific use of those who need to sit down, or who need 
a seat that has access to the ramps.  Yet, I have seen people sit in those seats and expect persons who obviously need 
to be seated to walk a distance to another seat or ask if they could use the seats designated for them.  It warms my 
heart when I see someone who is looking for those who need those seats and who then stands to offer the seat to 
someone in need without being asked to do so.  That is a simple, small example, but I believe that the person offering 
the seat is acting lovingly.  They are looking for opportunities to be of service, to care for those in need, to make others 
comfortable.  The loving person is seeking chances to put aside their own comfort and to make someone else feel 
valued. 

L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ ǎƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƎŜƴǘƭȅΣ ƻǊ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ 
gentleness and love when offered.  This is also not a true understanding of humility.  God loves us enough to go to 
ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ƭŜƴƎǘƘǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳƛƭƛǘȅΥ ōƻǊƴ ŀǎ ŀ ƘǳƳŀƴΣ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘȅƛƴƎΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻǾŜΣ ōǳǘ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ 
ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ƛǘΦ  LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΗ  DƻŘ ƛǎ ǘǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƎŜƴǘƭȅ 
indeed, and so should we treat ourselves gently- not selfishly, but gently. 

[ŜǘΩǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ŀǎ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘǊŜŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ 
of creation gently and lovingly.  When could we stand and offer our seat to someone?  When could we offer drink and 
ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƧƻȅΚ  [ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
whole holiday season, to deliberately seek chances to be humble and gentle! 

God bless, 

Margery 

Margery 
Schammel 
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DUE DATES FOR FUTURE HIGH SPIRE ARTICLES 

December 2011 issue ð due Tuesday, November 8 
January 2012 issue ð due Tuesday, December 13 

All articles need to be in the marked folders outside Room 315 
OR ð you may e-mail it to Cathy Rosellini at crosellini@towsonumc.org. 

Kathieõs Music Notes  
  

 .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ŦƭŀǎƘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΧ 

Matthew Mainster gave an outstanding recital! He was very grateful to each of you who 
attended, as well as to the whole congregation for allowing him to perform here. (Allowing 
him???!!!) 

The Carol Choir sang during 8:30 worship for the first time this choir season. They sang about 
ōŜƛƴƎ ά{ǘǊƻƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜΗ 

tŀǎǘƻǊ wƻŘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ άǊŀǇΗέ 

The Chancel Choir had the first rehearsal with the choir from Emmanuel Lutheran Church, with whom we will sing 
at the Holiday Brass Concert.  Tickets for that performance are on sale NOW, and Ginny Foster is handling the group 
sales for TUMC.  You may call her at 410-296-4780 to order.  The concert will be held at The Cathedral of Mary our 
Queen on Tuesday, November 29th, at 7:30 PM. Music comes from all over the cathedral, and, although there are no 
reserved seats, there are no bad ones, either. 

On Saturday, Nov. 5th, TUMC will host the Baltimore Chapter of the American Guild of Organists for a 
demonstration/seminar by the Westminster Ringers. They will perform music suitable for worship, with and without 
other instruments or singers, on 6 ½ to 7 octaves of bells and choir chimes. Our bell sets will be used as well, so the 
sanctuary will be bedecked and boisterous! 

Freedom Trilogy is an anthem by Paul Halley which Chancel Choir sang many years ago.  We will offer it again on 
November 13th at 11:00 with soloist Debbie Thomas, organist Joyce Keedy, pianist Sally Tarr, bassist Mike Metz, 
drummer Joe Metz, and other percussionists.  Rev. David Cooney was in the building the day Mike and Joe came to 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀǊƴŜŘ tŀǎǘƻǊ wƻŘ ŀōƻǳǘ άǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ aŜǘȊΩǎΗέ  L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊΗ 

We are accepting donations toward replacing some of our over-worked United Methodist Hymnals.  
²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ мрл ƴŜǿ ǎƻƴƎōƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ŀ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ Ϸнл ǇŜǊ ōƻƻƪΦ   DƛŦǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦΧ ƻǊ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦΧ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ 
wonderful Alternative Christmas Gifts.  Contributions may be sent directly to the business office, with checks clearly 
marked for Hymnal Replacement.  Thank you! 

I AM YOUR HYMNAL 

Next to the Bible, I should be your most treasured book. 
Hold me in your hand on Sunday when you prepare to sing. 
Let your heart listen to the words and music on my pages. 
Hear the songs of the martyrs.  They died for their beliefs so that we may have a 

faith in God today. 
Give heed to the prayers of devout men who have found the heart of God. 
Cƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ 
[ƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜǇ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ  

and purpose for us and for our world. 
Sit at the feet of musicians who satisfy the spiritual hunger of man through song. 
Sit at the feet of poets to whom God gave the gift of word power to explain lofty ideas unexpressed  

by common speech. 
Walk with the great reformers of our Church whose courage and sacrifice formed the religions of our day. 
Walk with saints and sinners redeemed from all lands and all times. 
!ƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ Χ  L ŀƳ ¸ƻǳǊ IȅƳƴŀƭ                                                                   τAnonymous 

Kathie Metz 
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Each September, intense preparation for PATHWAYS begins.  It is one of the most important months as we gather 
tutors and students for the upcoming year of tutoring.  Many of our tutors have tutored for 
several years, but others have moved on.  If they were college or high school students they 
Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ  
Others may have job or career changes involving relocation, or may have just decided that it is 
time to take their talents elsewhere. Our ever expanding pool of tutors has come to us in a 
variety of ways, but we are always thankful that they were willing to spend time with us 
making a difference in the life of an academically struggling student. 

October 24th will be the start of PATHWAYS for the 2011-2012 academic year.  Many of our 
students from past years are returning and we are thrilled!  Every week we can spend with our 
students gives them the attention, encouragement, and the realization that they have the 
ability to be a successful learner. 

²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ¢¦a/Φ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ tǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ t!¢I²!¸{ ƎƻƭŦ 
tournament was a huge success.  LuAnn Blackman gathered a talented group of people with Karen Somerville as the 
lead coordinator and pulled off a great event.  We had 37 golfers and 25 volunteers participating.  There were 8 
companies that paid for T-Sign Ads and $1,400.00 in donations from people who wanted to support the event even 
though they were unable to attend.  In all, the committee raised approximately $3,400.00.  An auction on themed 
baskets will be a follow-up event that will raise additional money toward PATHWAYS expenses this year. 

Thank you Putting for PATHWAYS committee and supporters.  And thank God for pushing the rain in another 
direction after the downpour the day before the event! 

Stephanie Kimmons, Director 

410-592-5442;  stephaniekimmons@comcast.net 

THE SPIRIT OF ADVENT by John Gillan, excerpts from the High Spire, December 2004 
 

 Advent is marked by a spirit of expectation, of anticipation, of preparation, of longing, but also a cry for a hope 
of deliverance from God.  It is that hope which brings to the world the anticipation of a King who will rule with 
truth and justice and righteousness over his creation and his people. 
 Part of the expectation anticipates accountability and a judgment.  We long for God to come and set the world 
rightτmore so with each passing year.  We choose to celebrate joy at the coming of the King, rather than focus on 
penitence.  There will be time during the rest of the journey through the Church Year to remember our sins.   
 !ŘǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ōȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ  !ŘǾŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƛƎƘǘΦ  LǘΩǎ hY ǘƻ ōŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘΗ  9ǾŜƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
preparation comes from the Scriptures, the central prayer of Advent remains:  Come, O Come, Emmanuel, and 
ransom captive Israel! 

COME AND JOIN US FOR AN ADVENT DAY OF PRAYER 
Saturday, December 3, 2011 

anytime between 9 AM & 5 PM 
in the TUMC Ransom Chapel 

Questions?  Call Barbara Shaw at 410-252-2516 

Pathways Tutoring ñ now in itõs 6th year! 
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Mission & Outreach  
 

FOOD NEEDED FOR OUR EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY 
60-70 households count on our food each month.  The 
need is great!  When shopping, please pick up a few of 
the following items and bring them into the church and 
place in a marked Sharing Bin in the main lobby. 

R Chunky Soups with meat 
R Canned Pineappleτ8 oz can preferred 
R Canned Beef Stew  
R Peanut Butter (smooth, please) 
R Canned Tuna (white meat only, please) 
R .ƻȄ ƻŦ aŀŎ Ψƴ /ƘŜŜǎŜ 
R Cereal, including instant oatmeal 

     We prefer standard cans of food, about 15 oz.  Most 
of the people who come to the Food Pantry live in single 
households.  If they have families, we give them a little 
more.  Please, no glass jars. 
     hǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ CƻƻŘ tŀƴǘǊȅ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
November & December changes because of the holidays.  

Thursday, November 17, 6-7 PM 
Saturday, November 26 , 9-10:30 AM 

Thursday, December 29, 6-7 PM 
Saturday, December 31, 9-10:30 AM  

     If you have questions or wish to volunteer, contact 
Dwight Kines at djkines@comcast.net or 410-828-0792. 

_________________________________ 
 

FRESH FRUIT  
We collect fresh fruit for Manna House, a United 
Methodist soup kitchen in Baltimore City, the first 
Sunday of every month.  See the collection table in the 
main lobby before the worship service. 

____________________________________ 
 

COATS & JACKETS FOR 
MARGARET BRENT ELEMENTARY & MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Do you have a gently used coat or jacket 
that would be appropriate for a child in 
grades Pre-K through 8th grade?  Bring to 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ƭƻōōȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ 
the Sharing Bins.  If it needs minor repairs, 

pin a note on it and it will be sewn.  Make sure the 
pockets are empty and it is clean. 

____________________________________ 
 

SERVING BREAKFAST AT MANNA HOUSE 
We need 3-5 people each time we serve breakfast at 
Manna House, a United Methodist soup kitchen located 
at 435 E. 25th Street.  Here are the dates our church has 
been assigned:  Saturdays, March 3, April 21, and June 9.  
If you are able to help, please contact Carole Dean at 
carole8603@comcast.net or 410-494-0231. 

DOING YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EARLY? 
How about picking up a new toy for a child?  Our annual 
Toy Drive will be held in December, collection dates are 
Sundays, December 4 and 11.  New, wrapped toys are 
given to the children in the Homestead United 
Methodist Church community, Baltimore City.   
      More details will follow in the next High Spire or you 
can call Pat Totzauer at 410-938-8699. 

____________________________________ 
 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS 
We are collecting Thanksgiving Baskets to be given to 
families in need through the Assistance Center of 
Towson Churches and the Department of Social Services.  
Last year, the Towson community and supporting 
churches gave 3,000 Thanksgiving Baskets, benefiting 
families in Baltimore County and Baltimore City. 
 

 Thanksgiving Baskets 
Please include ONLY the following items in each basket: 

1 can sweet potatoes/yams (23-29 oz can) 
2 cans meat/main dish (example: beef stew or 

chili) (15-24 oz cans) 
1 large can fruit (20-30 oz can) 
4 cans vegetables (example: green beans, peas, 

corn) (15 oz cans) 
1 cranberry sauce 
2 packages of macaroni & cheese 
1 box instant mashed potatoes 
1 cake or brownie mix 
1 bag or box of stuffing mix 
1 lb bag or box of rice 
Mark your basket as COMPLETE or INCOMPLETE 

This year we are asking you to put the above groceries in 
a reusable bag or in doubled paper or plastic bags. 

 

Here is an added convenienceτinstead of picking out 
your itemsτthere are four area markets that have  
pre-ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ .ŀǎƪŜǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜǳǎŀōƭŜ ōŀƎΧ 
ready for you to pick up.  The cost is $22.00τcomplete.  
Go to the Customer Service counter.  If you would like to 
pick up more than one, please call the store in advance.  
Participating stores are:                                           

Marsτ1811 York Rd. (York & Ridgely) 410-252-3311 
Giantτ6340 York Rd. (Rodgers Forge) 410-377-2673 

Giantτ2145 York Rd. (Timonium) 410-308-3868 
Shop Riteτ37 W. Aylesbury Rd. 410-308-8700 

Bring your completed (or incomplete) Thanksgiving 
Basket to church beginning Sunday, October 30.  
Someone will be available for curbside assistance before 
worship services Sundays, Nov. 6 & 13. 
If you wish to make a donation, please make checks 
payable to: ACTC and put in the offering plate or send to 
ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ 



SING FOR JOY UNTO THE LORD 
 

O let your worship never cease, and sing for 
joy unto the Lord. 

The Lamb of God, the Prince of Peace, O sing 
for joy unto the Lord! 

For Jesus is my strength, my son, and my 
salvation is become, 

¢ƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ Ŏƻ-eternal Son; O sing for joy 
unto the Lord. 

 

IŜ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƭΩǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘΣ LΩƭƭ ǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
joy unto the Lord. 

In Him, my spirit takes its flight, and sings its 
joy unto the Lord. 

I bask in His unending joy, eternally in Him 
rejoice, 

!ƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ōǊŜŀǘƘ LΩƳ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŜƳǇƭƻȅΣ ǘƻ ǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
joy unto the Lord. 

 

I worship Him eternally, and sing for joy unto 
the Lord. 

He shed His blood on Calvary, that I might sing 
unto the Lord. 

His holy blood has paid the price, He was my 
perfect Sacrifice, 

My Lord, my Savior Jesus ChristτI sing for joy 
unto the Lord. 

 

O come my soul and magnify, and sing for joy 
unto the Lord. 

The one the angels glorify, O sing for joy unto 
the Lord! 

²ƘŜƴ L Ƴȅ ƳŀǘŎƘƭŜǎǎ {ŀǾƛƻǊ ƎǊŜŜǘΣ LΩƭƭ Ŧŀƭƭ 
adoring at His feet 

And join the heavenly anthem sweet, of joy 
forever to the Lord. 

Joyce Keedy, January 2011 

 

Once again, the beauty of autumn is upon us.  
God has touched the trees, and they blaze 
with bright colors, and sing to His glory.  We 
join in this wonderful song of praise and joy to 
our magnificent Lord and Savior. 
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Stewardship News ñ2012  
 

In Colossians 3:17, Paul calls on the 
church community  

to give thanks in many ways to God.  

 17 And whatever you do, whether in 

word or deed, do it all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through him. 
                                                  (New International Version)  

Our annual Stewardship Campaign for 2012 is underway.  The 
second mailing was accompanied by a Commitment Card for the 
2012 year.  Commitment Sunday was October 23 and the time 
for our church to thank God for our blessings by giving 
collectively to the church community.  If you were unable to be 
with us on the 23rd, you are welcomed and encouraged to mail 
your commitments to the church business office.  Thank you for 
your support and involvement. 

The following are thank you prayers from church members. 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

I thank you for everything that you put in the world, 
especially for the youth program here at TUMC.   
Whether we were singing your praises on a Sunday 
morning in church, rehearsing on Sunday afternoons, 
singing at churches on our choir tour, or simply 
congregating as a youth group on Sunday nights, you 
always made your presence known.  And I pray that this 
program will sustain for many years to come, to help 
youth find other Christians to sing with, or to spend 
time with, and start life-long friendships.  It is only by 
your presence and grace can programs like this continue 
their ministry for you.           

With much praise and thanksgiving, 

Luke Gaylor 

 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

I want to thank you and praise you for the 
wonderful children and youth at TUMC.  They have such 
amazing hearts for you.  Thank you for the blessing of 
being able to teach and work and play with them.  
Please let your spirit shine through me in all of my 
interactions with them.    

With love and gratitude, 

Sally Savidge 

Give Thanks with a grateful heart and experience Thanks Giving 
for all.  τThe Stewardship Ministry Team 



November 2011 Page 8 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Come to Bethlehem and See 
Children age 3 - first graders are invited to join 
us on December 6, 13, & 20 from 6:00 - 7:30 
PM in Room 312.  We will bring the Christmas 
story alive with games, crafts, and a story time. 
This is a time of fellowship and fun for the 
children while adults take a little break during 

the week.  A light supper will be served each week and a 
free will donation will be taken to offset the cost.  E-mail 
Jeannine Neuen at jneuen@towsonumc.org or call 410-
823-3698.  Friends are welcome to attend! 
 
Hanging of the Greens 
December 3, 4:30 PM 
Join the fellowship on Saturday, December 3, as we 
prepare the church for Advent and Christmas.  This is a 
day for the entire church family.  At 4:30 PM, families 
with children can participate in Advent activities while 
other youth and adults decorate the church for the 
season.  No experience necessary!  At 6:00, there will be a 
brief dedication service with our Cherubs and Trebles 
choir providing the music. 
 
 

Getting Ready 
One activity the children and their 
families will be doing at the Hanging of 
the Greens is to make a gingerbread 
manger scene.  Would you like to help 
the Preschool/ Elementary Ministry 
Group by donating supplies for this activity?  A box will be 
located in the church office labeled "Getting Ready." 
Needed are: gumdrops, Teddy Grahams, Christmas 
shaped pretzels, skittles, string red licorice, Christmas 
shaped marshmallows, and animal crackers.  Bring a 
friend and join us on the third floor at 4:30 PM as we get 
ready to celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

 
ADULT MINISTRIES 
"Soul Sisters" 
Women's Retreat 
February 24 - 26, 2012 
The Design team is busy making plans for 
our women's retreat.  A Registration 
Form for this year's retreat is available on  
page 9 and on the church website www.towsonumc.org/
adults.htm.  You may also find copies in the church lobby 
on the Information Table. 

Christian Education  
 

As I write this High Spire article, I am traveling through 
the mountains in route to Indiana.  The fall foliage is 
magnificent and a beautiful display of God's creation. 
What a perfect backdrop for reflecting, planning, and 
dreaming.  In this November High Spire, I would like to 
share with you thoughts on past, present, and future 
activities in the educational ministries of our church. 
                                                                       τJeannine Neuen 
/IL[5w9bΩ{ aLbL{¢wL9{ 
God and Me... 
November 13 at the 8:30 worship service, awards will be 
given to the children in this year's God and Me class. 
Pastor Rod met with the children on October 16 to review 
their lessons and celebrate with them.  Receiving their 
God and Me patch are Kailey Schnirel, Zaiden Ingle, 
Christian Garman, and Sarah Garman.  Special "thanks" to 
Trish Turlington for helping with this program. 
 
Children and Missions ...  
Manna House 
Did you know that the first Sunday of every month the 
4th and 5th grade Sunday school class prepares 60 
sandwich bags for Manna House?  What a coordinating 

project this is!  The supplies are funded 
by the Mission Work Area, assembled 
by the Sunday school class and then 
picked up on Monday morning by Jack 
Deuber and delivered to Manna House.  
It was especially exciting for the 
children on October 2 to begin using 

some of the fruit and dessert treats collected during 
Vacation Bible camp. 
 
Heifer International 
Pennies, pennies and more pennies.  
The children voted and have as their 
goal to raise enough pennies to first 
purchase a pig, and then, a close 
second, a water buffalo and a sheep. 
By the time you read this month's High Spire, the children 
will well be on their way to reaching their goal.  Thank 
you for your support and donation of pennies to help 
them reach their goal. 
 
Change the World 
The children bagged laundry detergent in 50 individual 
wash amounts and 80 baggies with dryer fabric softener 
sheets to be distributed to the families at the Emergency 
Food Pantry.   The third floor smelled wonderful. 

mailto:jneuen@towsonumc.org
http://www.towsonumc.org/
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA 20 11 

The price for each plant:  $15.00 
 

The United Methodist Men of Towson United Methodist Church have arranged for you to 
place a Memorial or Honor poinsettia in the Chancel area of our church during the 
Yuletide Season.  A complete listing of flowers will be available at the Christmas Eve 
Evening Services and the following Sundayôs Worship Service.  If your order is received 
on or before December 11, 2011, your request will be listed. 

Complete this form and mail to: 
Towson United Methodist Men 

501 Hampton Lane, Towson, Maryland 21286 
Make your check payable to: TUMM 

 
YOUR NAME __________________________________________________________________________________ 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF ________________________________________________________________________ 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF ________________________________________________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF ________________________________________________________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PLEASE SEND MY PLANTS TO A SHUT-IN           YES        NO 
 
I WISH TO PICK UP MY PLANT AFTER                  YES        NO 
CHRISTMAS EVE 11:00 PM SERVICE 
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Church Family News  
 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF DEATH & RESURRECTION: 
John Lansing passed away Monday, October 10, 2011.  
The family is working on a Memorial Service; the date 
will be announced. 
 
BAPTISM: 
Isabella Coskun, daughter of Lisa Ann Coskun, sister of 
Brendon Harris, granddaughter of Barbara & William 
Bauer, and great-granddaughter of Ruth Eubank was 
baptized on Sunday, September 25. 

_________________________________ 
 

A NOTE FROM OUR  
STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE (SPRC) 
We regret that Chris Abel found it necessary to tender 
his resignation as Youth Director in mid-September.  His 
academic requirements at Wesley Seminary were 
greater than he expected and it needs to be his priority 
at this time.  We will miss Chris and we wish him well in 
his studies and future ministry. 

_________________________________ 
 

PRAYER VINE 
Our Prayer Vine has completed 16 years, as of this 

October 2011.  It has been a privilege to pray for your 
family and friends.  When we started this ministry, those 
who prayed were contacted by phone.  Now, most of our 
prayer requests are sent to those who pray by e-mail 
and only a small portion is by telephone. 

When you ask for prayers, your request is sent out to 
the participants of the Prayer Vine.  As the calls are 
received and e-mails are opened, the person needing 
prayers is immediately lifted up to God in prayer, and 
then as often as we think of them. 

Even though you have a busy life, there is always 
time for prayer and reflection.  We invite you to become 
a part of this prayer ministry.  All ages are welcome to 
participate.   

If you have a prayer request, or wish to be a 
participant of our Prayer Vine ministry, please call 
Barbara Shaw at 410-252-2516 or e-mail Nicole in the 
church office at towsonumc@towsonumc.org. 

_________________________________ 
 

UPPER ROOM DAILY DEVOTIONALS 
(in regular and large print) for November/December  
are available in the main lobby of the church on the 
devotions table under the stained glass display.   The 
suggested donation is $1.00. 
 

NO FLEA MARKET THIS FALL 
Due to construction in Fellowship Hall between now and 
Thanksgiving, we will not be having our annual fall Flea 
Market.  Please DO NOT send or bring in articles as there 
is no available storage space.  However, a new date has 
been set for the spring τApril 28.  We would appreciate 
your donations in the spring.  Save from your holiday and 
spring cleaning!    τThe TUM Women 

_________________________________ 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMENτSAVE THE DATE! 
How exciting it was last year when we all were able 

to create our own floral arrangement.  Now we are 
eager to repeat this enjoyable experience with the 
expert assistance of the BEAMS (Ruth and Cheryl).  
Please supply your own personal container and plan to 
take your beautiful arrangement home with you. 

      All of this takes place as we listen to carols and sniff 
enticing aromas of lunch.  The fun begins at the 
December 20th luncheon meeting.  Make plans now and 
reserve this date by making reservations with Thelma 
McCormick at 410-825-6188. 

_________________________________ 
 

¢¦a/ a9a.9w{ ϧ CwL9b5{ !w9 /w¦L{LbΩ 
/ǊǳƛǎƛƴΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ŀƘŀƳŀǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΗ   

 We plan to set sail from the 
Port of Baltimore on the Royal 
/ŀǊƛōōŜŀƴΩǎ 9ƴŎƘŀƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Seas leaving March 10, 2012 for  
9 nights.  We will visit Port Canaveral, Key West, and 
Nassau and Cococay in the Bahamas.  Prices range from 
$799 to $2,899 per person.   Reservations can be made 
at anytime; balance is due December 15, 2011. 

 This is for fun, and it is a fundraiser for the church 
through the Senior Adult Ministry Group.  See details in 
the church lobby or call Darlene at Fare Deals, Ltd,  
410-581-8787, ext. 101. 

_________________________________ 
 

ZUMBA GOLD EXERCISE CLASS 
the Latin dance-fitness fusion for 
beginners and active older adults at 

Towson United Methodist Church! 
Easy, exhilarating, 1 hour classes Fridays, Nov. 4, 11, 

& 18 at 10:30 AM, only $25 for November sessions; $30 
walk-ins. Register early to ensure your place! Class will 
be limited due to room size (Room 214-216). 

NEW Thursday EVENING 5:45 sessions begin Nov. 3 
and continue November 10 & 17. 

E-mail love2-zumba@usa.net, or  
call Betsy 410-456-7026 for details. 

mailto:love2-zumba@usa.net


TOWSON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

501 Hampton Lane, Towson, Maryland 21286 é 410-823-6511 é 410-823-8916 Fax 
 

Office hours are Monday through Friday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
 

w w w . t o w s o n u m c . o rg 
 

MINISTRY TEAM  
 

  Rev. Dr. John R. Schol ······················· Resident Bishop 

 Rev. Dr. Anthony Hunt  ······················ District Superintendent 

 David Garman & Susan Gralley  ········ Church Lay Leaders 
 

Rev. Dr. Roderick Miller Lead Pastor 410-823-3640 rmiller@towsonumc.org off Thursdays 

Rev. Dr. William Raker Minister of Visitation 410-665-7052 mjr8wlr@comcast.net works from home 

Rev. Margery Schammel Minister of Discipleship 410-823-2485 mschammel@towsonumc.org part-time 

Kathie Metz Director of Music 410-823-6519 kmetz@towsonumc.org off Fridays 

Sally Tarr Assistant Director of Music 410-823-6519  part-time 

Jeannine Neuen Director of Christian Education 410-823-3698 jneuen@towsonumc.org off Thursdays 

Cathy Rosellini Communications 410-823-3689 crosellini@towsonumc.org off Fridays 

Kim Ayres Business Manager 410-823-3693 kayres@towsonumc.org  

Loren Todd Building Superintendent 410-823-2153 ltodd@towsonumc.org off Wednesdays 

Bob Ashby Maintenance Assistant 

Nicole Seabolt Receptionist & Information 410-823-6511 towsonumc@towsonumc.org  
 

 

The following Pastors may be reached at their homes: 
 

    Rod Miller  410-465-2335 Bill Raker  410-665-7052 Margery Schammel  410-592-3805  


