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Towson United Methodist Church 

 Monthly Newsletter 

March 2012 —   Volume 53, Issue 3 

Towson United Methodist Church’s mission is to  

proclaim the Word of God  

and to make disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Faithful discipleship includes 

celebration, connection, development, service, and sharing. 

Re    sponding to the Call 

 

NEWNEW  Sunday Morning Sunday Morning TIMETIME  begins March 4begins March 4  
  

9:009:00——10:00   10:00   IMPACT WORSHIPIMPACT WORSHIP   … a newly designed … a newly designed   

worship service at a new time.  worship service at a new time.    

It’s informal and family friendly.  It’s informal and family friendly.    

Come early to get your seat!Come early to get your seat!  
  

Children and Worship available for Children and Worship available for 

children age 4 through 1st grade.children age 4 through 1st grade.  

  

9:309:30——10:00   K.I.D.Z. available for grades 210:00   K.I.D.Z. available for grades 2--5 5   

Begin in Begin in IMPACT WORSHIP.IMPACT WORSHIP.       

Children will be excused at 9:25.Children will be excused at 9:25.  

  

            10:0010:00——10:45  10:45    Classes for everyone age 2 through adults  Classes for everyone age 2 through adults    

  

11:0011:00——12 Noon  12 Noon  Traditional Morning Worship Traditional Morning Worship for everyone for everyone   
  

  Children and Worship available for Children and Worship available for   

children age 4 through 1st grade.children age 4 through 1st grade.  

  

11:3011:30——12 Noon    K.I.D.Z. available for grades 212 Noon    K.I.D.Z. available for grades 2--5.  Begin in 5.  Begin in 

worship. Children will be excused at 11:25.worship. Children will be excused at 11:25.  

  

See page 6 for all the new OPTIONS for children infants See page 6 for all the new OPTIONS for children infants ––  5th grade.5th grade.  

LENT is an ideal time to focus on FAITH 
 

SHROVE TUESDAY, February 21 — Pancake Supper, 5:30—7:00 

Burning of last year’s ashes at 5:15  
 

ASH WEDNESDAY, February 22 — Services at 12 Noon & 7:30 PM 
 

JOIN A STUDY GROUP DURING LENT  

PLUG INTO THE POWER OF PRAYER 
 

See pages 3, 4, & 5 



Page 2 March 2012 

Thank You! 
 

In Appreciation 
     With the arrival of a beautiful 
poinsettia, I was made aware of 
the thoughtfulness of Towson 
United Methodist Church  
members.  Parkinson's 
prohibited my church attendance, but the fellowship of 
love was felt and renewed my spirit. 
     Thank you, too, for your continued prayers and well 
wishes. 
     Sincerely, Gil Smith 
 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
     A most heartfelt thanks to all who sent cards, emails, 
notes, and phone calls my way expressing your concern 
and condolences at the recent death of my mother.  Your 
kindness and care mean more than I can express. 
     God’s grace and peace, Mary Jo Sims 
 
 
Thank you! 
     The Guest Ministries 
Committee is very 
grateful to the 
congregation for their 
generous donations of 
Valentines for the 
children and socks for 
the women in the 
House of Ruth.  Your financial contributions also enabled 
us to purchase candy and small toys.  In addition, Sunday 
School classes created hand-made Valentines. 
     Your kind support will put a smile on their faces and 
make Valentine’s Day a happy occasion. 

 
 

                 MY SAVIOR IS CRUCIFIED! 
 

Why does the world keep turning still?   
How can it yet go on? 

For there, upon dark Calvary’s hill, 
Behold God’s holy Son! 

How can the moon dare show its face? 
How can the sun still shine? 

Jesus is dying in my place! 
My Savior is crucified! 

 
Why do the twinkling stars still glow? 

How can they give their light? 
Does the vast firmament now know 

Jesus gives His life?! 
Come tremble, my heart!  And quake with dread;  

Nails pierce His hands and side, 
Jesus is dying in my stead!   

My Savior is crucified! 
 
How can my heart its beat sustain? 

How can I draw my next breath? 
Shall the next morning dawn in vain 

To break the strong shackles of death? 
See, the strange darkness shrouds Calvary. 

Plunging the world into night, 
Jesus is dying there for me!  My Savior is crucified! 
 
How can I abide what sins have cost? 

How can I ever endure? 
I’ve sent my dear Savior to die on the cross; 

I’ve murdered Christ Jesus my Lord! 
Join the lament, O heavens and earth, 

God’s innocent Lamb, sacrificed, 
Jesus is dying the death I deserve, 

My Savior is crucified! 
 
 
Written on Good Friday, April 2, 2010. 
I wrote this after attending our mid-day Good Friday 
service here at Towson UM Church.  I remember as a 
child growing up in this church, attending the 3 hour 
services we used to have from 12 noon—3:00 PM.  To 
me, Good Friday has always been a day set apart.  It is a 
day to stop and reflect on just what our sins have cost 
our Lord and Savior Jesus, and to realize, yet again, just 
how greatly He loves us.  

—Joyce Keedy 
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From our Pastor 
 

An Invitation to Observe Lent 
 

 
I offer the following letter as a traditional invitation to observe Lent:   

 
Dear People of God, 
     The first Christians observed with great devotion the days of our Lord’s passion and 
resurrection, and it became the custom of the Church to prepare for them by a season of penitence and 
fasting.  This season of Lent provided a time in which converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism.   
It was also a time when those who, because of notorious sins, had been separated from the body of the 
faithful, were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness, and restored to the fellowship of the Church.  Thereby 
the whole congregation was put in mind of the message of pardon and absolution set forth in the Gospel of 
our Savior, and of the need which all Christians continually have to renew their repentance and faith.    
     I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and 
repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s holy Word.  To make 
a right beginning of repentance, and as a mark of our mortal nature, I invite you to attend corporate worship 
on Ash Wednesday.     
 
     Lent is the forty day period of spiritual reflection and preparation before Easter.  It begins on  
Ash Wednesday, which this year is February 22, and ends on Holy Saturday, which is April 7 (note: Lent does 
not include the Sundays, which are considered "little Easters").  We will begin Lent the day after our  
Shrove Tuesday pancake supper with special Ash Wednesday worship services at Noon and 7:30 PM.   
At these services we will celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion and receive ashes in the sign of the 
cross.  Ash Wednesday is also traditionally a day of fasting, and I invite you to consider fasting from a meal 
that day, as a way to focus on Christ’s own 40 day experience in the wilderness and what forgiveness and 
restoration means for you at this time. 
 
     Lent is an ideal time to focus on faith.  One way is to engage in a study or class at church.  You will find a 
listing of our Lenten studies elsewhere in this issue of the High Spire.  Another 
way is to read Scripture daily.  You may choose to read through the Gospel of 
Mark and/or the Gospel of John,  or a series of Paul’s letters.  You may also wish 
to begin praying regularly at home during this period.  Choose a regular time to 
gather as a family to pray for one another, for others in need, and for an 
awareness of God’s presence.  Then the next day, ask family members where 
they are seeing God’s presence.  Lent can also be an opportunity to make 
amends and re-connect with those with whom you have become 
separated.  Reconciliation with God and others carries the spirit of Lent.   
 
     May this Lent be a significant time of growing closer to God for you and your family.  I look forward to 
journeying with you over these next 40 days.  
 

Pastor Rod 

Rod Miller 

Lent is  
an ideal time  
to focus on 

faith. 
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LENT IS 
AN IDEAL TIME TO FOCUS ON 

FAITH 
 

SHROVE TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21     5:30τ7:00 PM 
PANCAKE SUPPER  τ Free-will donation 
Prior to the pancake supper (at 5:15), we will have a 
brief service and burn last year’s palms for Ash 
Wednesday’s ashes.  You are invited to bring your 
palms from last year to burn. 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22       
Services at 12 Noon & 7:30 PM 
Both services will be a traditional service with the 
administering of ashes and receiving Communion.   
The Chancel Choir will be singing at the 7:30 service. 
 
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT, FEBRUARY 26 
Services at 8:30 & 11:00 AM 
We will be celebrating the sacrament of Communion. 

 
                     τRESPONDING TO THE CALLτ 
                             Study Groups Meeting  
                                      During Lent  
 

Study Groups are small groups that   
will use the Lenten study Mosaic by 

Shane Stanford.  We will be examining how God can 
use our brokenness to make a beautiful picture as we 
move through the season of Lent. 
 

Please choose your group and 
register with the contact person 
listed.  You may purchase a copy 
of Mosaic for $9.00.  Make your 
check out to TUMC, with Lenten 
study in the memo line, and give 
your check to Jeannine Neuen or    
your group leader. 

 

CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING SEVEN OPTIONS: 
 

1)  Sunday evenings, 5:00-6:00, Room 311, Feb. 26th 
through April 1st.   Class will be led by Margery 
Schammel.  Please contact Margery to register: 
mschammel@towsonumc.org or 410-823-2485. 
 
2)  Tuesday afternoons, 12:30-1:30, Room 311/313,  
Feb. 28th through April 3rd.  Please bring your own 
lunch.  Class will be led by Jeannine Neuen.  Please 
contact Jeannine to register: jneuen@towsonumc.org  
or 410-823-3698. 

3)  Tuesday evenings, 7:00, Room 314.  Please contact 
Mike or Nancy Steer for start date and to register:  
410-666-9130 or scoutsteer@gmail.com. 
 
4)  Tuesday evenings, 7:00, Room 317, 
Feb. 21st through March 27th.   This is a Disciple Alumni 
Group, and they welcome anyone to join them for this 
Lenten study.  Please contact Judy Hobbs to register: 
grandma1297@verizon.net or 410-337-9013. 
 
5)  Wednesday mornings, 10:30-11:30, Room 214/216.  
Please contact Rev. Bill Raker for the start date and to 
register: braker@towsonumc.org or 410-665-7052. 
 
6)  Oak Crest Group:  Mary Buchheister will lead a 
study group at Oak Crest.  Please contact her for times 
and location, and to register:  410-663-2306 or 
maryjohnbuch@comcast.net. 
 
7)  Sunday mornings, during Christian Connections 
hour, Room 114.  Please contact Carolyn Schnur if you 
would like to join this Sunday morning class: 
carolyn_re@yahoo.com. 
 
 

τRESPONDING TO THE CALLτ 
Classes on Prayer 

Monday evenings at 7:00 in the Parlor 
 

Highlights: 
You may attend any or all classes 
No need to register in advance 
No book to purchase 
Classes will last approximately 90 minutes 

 

March 5—What is Prayer? 
This class will be led by Rev. Bill Raker. 

 

March 12—How to Pray 
Liz Neal will introduce the TACT way to pray. 

 

March 19—Types of Prayer 
Rev. Rod Miller will lead this class. 

 

March 26—Plugging Into the Power of Prayer 
 This session will be led by Jennifer Mergerian. 
 
If you could use childcare during any or all of these 
classes, please contact Jennifer Mergerian at  
443-484-2496 or jennifermergerian@yahoo.com. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mschammel@towsonumc.org
mailto:jneuen@towsonumc.org
mailto:scoutsteer@comcast.net
mailto:grandma1297@verizon.net
mailto:braker@towsonumc.org
mailto:maryjohnbuch@comcast.net
mailto:carolyn_re@yahoo.com
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Saturday, March 3rd from 7:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
¢¦a/Ωǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ Iŀƭƭ   

Come join your family, friends, and neighbors in our 2012 winter American Red Cross Community Blood 
Drive.  With all of the storms and weather issues that occur during the winter months, blood donations 
struggle to keep up with the demand.  Your donation will help to save up to 3 lives!  We offer both 
Whole Blood and Double Red donation options.  The process will only take about an hour of your time 
and you may even win a door prize!! 
     If you are at least 16 yrs of age you may be eligible to donate.  (16 yr olds need written parental 
consent, the link to the form is on our church’s website.)  There is NO upper age limit!!  Anyone who has 
not donated since Jan. 6th is eligible to donate.  For more information about the drive, eligibility 
information (travel or medical), or to obtain a parental consent form, go to the TUMC website 
www.towsonumc.org and click “Blood Drive” in the left margin—see pictured left. 

Contact Margot Gerding at TumcBloodDrive@verizon.net or 410-825-9593 
to schedule your life saving donation.   

 

Spread the word to your friends and family - EVERYONE is welcome and encouraged to donate! 
 

Thank you in advance for helping to save a life! 

τHOLY WEEKτ 
 

HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 5      
All are invited to share in a soup & bread meal.   
Noon Service:  We will be eating lunch at 12:45 in 
Room 214-216 after the Noon service in the Sanctuary. 
   

7:30 PM Service:  Dinner will be served at 6:30 in 
Fellowship Hall with the service following at 7:30 in the 
Sanctuary. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 6 
Traditional service at 12 Noon. 
A special service of music at 7:30 PM. 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 7 
Easter Egg Hunt & Easter activities 
Begins at 9:30 AM in Fellowship Hall 
 
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 8 
Easter morning services are at 9 AM & 11 AM. 
Both services will be our traditional liturgical worship 
with ALL choirs singing at both services. 
We will have Sunday School for children age 3—5th 
grade, along with childcare in the cribbery for infants 
and toddlers.  There will be no Christian Connections 
adult classes nor morning classes for the youth. 
 

 

 

 

PLUG INTO 
THE POWER OF PRAYER 
 

PRAYER is the POWER that drives a 
successful church.   

 

How can you PLUG into the Power of Praye r ? 
 

We have a new and improved PRAYER VINE.  
You may receive requests that need your 
prayers THREE different ways: 

 Telephone Branch 
 E-mail Branch 

 Texting Branch 
 

Take any or all of our four Monday evening 
classes on prayer offered in March (see p. 4) 
 

Walk the labyrinth in Fellowship Hall anytime 
Sunday—Thursday during Holy Week, April 1 
through April 5. 
 

Stay-tuned to learn more about our Brand New 
Prayer Blog. 
 

Come to the church’s Ransom Chapel anytime 
the church is open — it is available for prayer! 

 

No one can do everything, but everyone can do 
something.  Questions, suggestions, ready to 

volunteer, ready to pray (there is no age limit, God 
listens to teenagers & children, too), contact  

Jennifer Mergerian at 443-484-2496 or 
jennifermergerian@yahoo.com. 

COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVECOMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE  

mailto:TumcBloodDrive@verizon.net
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Childrenõs 
Ministries 
 

 

We are excited about the 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 

beginning March 4 
 

Here are the Sunday Morning OPTIONS... 
You and Your Child May Choose: 

 

9:00 & 11:00 Childcare for infant—3 year olds 
 during both worship services 
 

9:00-10:00 Children and Worship for  
 children age 4—1st grade 
 

9:00-9:25   Children 2nd-5th grade are in the  
 worship service 
 

9:30-10:00 Children 2nd-5th grade will go to  
 Room 310-312 to EXPLORE the Bible 
 through interest groups and 
 EXPERIENCE hands on missions 
 

10:00-10:45 Childcare for infants/toddlers 
 Children ages 2-5th grade will DIG 
 DEEPER into the Old/New Testaments 
 Bible stories in their age level classes:  
 2/3 year olds; 4/5/K; 1st & 2nd graders; 
 3rd graders; 4th & 5th graders 
 

11:00τ12 noon  Children and Worship for  
 children age 4—1st grade 
 

11:00τ11:25 Children 2nd-5th grade are in the 
 worship service 
 

11:30τ12 noon  Children 2nd-5th grade are excused 
 to go to Room 311-313 to EXPLORE 
 the Bible through interest groups as 
 we learn the various aspects of 
 worship and EXPERIENCE hands on 
 missions 

 

Children’s Night IN 
Parent’s Night OUT 

 

When: Saturday, March 10 
Who: Children infants to 5th grade 
Time: 5:45—8:15 PM 
Cost: Free-will donation to benefit our youth’s  
 30-Hour Famine 
Children will play games, make a craft, have a snack, and 
watch a movie.  All children need to eat dinner before 
they come.  A REGISTRATION FORM is on the next page. 
 

EASTER EGG HUNT AND EASTER ACTIVITIES 
April 7 beginning at 9:30 AM in Fellowship Hall  
 
 

VACATION BIBLE CAMP  
It is that time of year to plan for 
summer camps.  Be sure to add VBC to 
your child’s summer camp experience.   
 

Mark your calendars… 
Operation Overboard 
                   — Dare to Go Deeper with God! 
When: July 30 – August 3  
Time: 9:00 a.m. – Noon  
Ages:  3 (by January 1, 2012)  
 through 2011/2012 5th graders 
 

A Design Team will begin planning this month for this 
year’s camp.  Join the Vacation Bible Camp Design Team 
or staff this summer.  We provide childcare for workers’ 
children that are under the age of 3.  Contact 
jneuen@towsonumc.org for more information. 
 

Check out this year’s camp theme on 
www.facebook.com/CokesburyVBS -or-  
www.twitter.com/CokesburyVBS  
 
 

Adult Ministries 
 

Do you have a 
FAVORITE SOUP RECIPE 

or 
ENJOY MAKING BREADS? 

 

All are invited to share in a soup & bread meal on  
Holy Thursday, April 5. 

 

We will be eating lunch together at 12:45 following the 
Noon service in Room 214-216.  
 

Dinner will be served at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall prior to 
the 7:30 service.   
 

If you would like to be part of the teams that prepare the 
Noon or evening meals, please contact Jeannine Neuen 
at jneuen@towsonumc.org or 410-823-3698. 
 
 
 
 
 

      

mailto:jneuen@towsonumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/CokesburyVBS
http://www.twitter.com/CokesburyVBS
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.144933088879524.25174.103293926376774&type=1


Pathways Tutoring  
ñour 6th year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each week at PATHWAYS I try to share little  
“Tid-Bits” of new information with the students as 
we gather in the choir room before tutoring begins. 
A few examples of the topics I have shared are 
poetry, Maryland Folk Lore and Folklife, information 
on how to stop bullying, and plans on how to be 
welcoming to people who are “different” than us. 
 
Recently I came upon a contest that I wanted to 
share with the children.  It was from the 
www.StudentsFirst.org site.  The entrants were to 
share a six-word essay describing what it means to 
be a great teacher.  Here are a few of the 28,000 
entries! 

 
· Encourages the discouraged to defy 

obstacles 
· Teachers hold the ladders students climb 
· Sees a star before it’s discovered 
· Transforms barred windows into open doors 
· I struggled, she never gave up 
· Dedication, patience, and never ending 

encouragement 
 

The students voted on their 3 favorite essays.  
It made for some great discussion between the 
tutors and their students.  I know the tutors and 
students pictured a favorite teacher, tutor, or 
mentor when they read these examples. 
 
Who made this kind of difference in your academic 
or spiritual life?  Could you share it in a six word 
essay? 
  

“I realized my thoughts were valued.” 
 

Stephanie Kimmons 
410-592-5442 

stephaniekimmons@comcast.net 
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                       Registration Form for  
                         Childrenõs Night IN 
                         Parentõs Night OUT 
 

Towson United Methodist Church  
 

Saturday, March 10, 2012  
5:45ñ8:15 PM 
 
Name of Child __________________________ 
Age ___________  Grade in School ________ 

Date of Birth ___________________________ 
 
Phone Number where parent/guardian can 
be reached _____________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact  

    Name ________________________________ 
    Phone _______________________________ 
    Cell __________________________________ 
 

Allergies or other considerations:  
________________________________________ 
________________________________________ 
 

Children should eat dinner  
before they arrive.  

We will provide a snack & drinks.  
 

Please mail this form to Towson United Methodist 
Church, 501 Hampton Lane, Towson, MD 21286,  
attn: Parent’s Night Out — or bring by the church and 
place in the Education Work Area mailbox in the Church 
Office by Tuesday, March 6.  Friends are WELCOME, but 
everyone MUST complete a REGISTRATION FORM.   
For questions or additional information, please contact 
Leslie Wagner at L2wagner@verizon.net. 
 

A free -will offering will be taken  
to benefit Towson UMC Youthõs  

30-Hour Famine fundraiser.  

http://www.studentsfirst.org/
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Kathieõs Music Notes  
  

 

You are cordially invited to 
the Alleluia Singers’ Annual 

Talents ‘N Treats!  
 
The show is Sunday, March 4 at 6:30 PM 
in Fellowship Hall and features the many 

musical and artistic talents of our youth, as well as 
yummy desserts for you to nibble after the program and/
or take home. 
     Their tour this year includes stops in Delaware, the 
eastern shore of Maryland, and two locations in Virginia. 
Your generosity at this event will make it much easier for 
all our youth and chaperones to participate.  

Please come! 

 

Catonsville High School’s 
Steel Drum Band 

 

Another musical treat in Fellowship Hall is scheduled for 
7:30 PM on Friday, March 23, when the Steel Drum Band 
from Catonsville High School, led by Jim Wharton, 
returns for a concert. It is noisy, fun, and the “house” is 
packed. Come early for a good seat. The concert is free, 
but a free-will offering will be very much appreciated. 

 
Several ringers from the Tower Chimes Handbell Choir 
will travel to Ocean City for the Area 3 Adult Festival. We 
will play at the Civic Center, where an open-to-the-public 
concert will begin at 4:45. If you are “downy ocean” that 
weekend stop in for a unique musical experience! 

 
Thank you to all who gave to the replacement hymnal 
fund! I hope you’ve noticed that the torn, dirty, frayed 
copies have been replaced. Much better! 

 
Looking Ahead to Holy Week 

 

The Chancel Choir is preparing “Love Unknown” by 
Michael Burkhardt, which is a retelling of the events of 
Holy Week through hymns by choir and congregation, 
solos for organ and other instruments, and selections 
from The Final Week of Jesus  taken from And the Angels 
Were Silent by Max Lucado.  We will offer this work on 
Good Friday evening at 7:30.  Please come. 
  
 

 
 

Tuesday, February 21, 5:30τ7:00 PM 
{Iwh±9 ¢¦9{5!¸Ω{ t!b/!Y9 {¦tt9w 
YOU need to be here from 3:30—7:30 to help with  
set-up, serving pancakes and sausages and cleaning up. 
Pastor Rod will have a brief prayer and burn last year’s 
ashes at 5:15. 
 
Sunday, February 26, 6:00 PM 
Meet in Fellowship Hall for supper and MOVIE NIGHT 
with Mr. Craig & Mr. Andy! 
 
Sunday, March 4, 6:30 PM 
Be here for the Alleluia Singers’ Talents ‘N Treats.  If 
you’re not in the program, come support your friends! 
 
Saturday, March 10, 5:30τ8:30 PM 
tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ bƛƎƘǘ hǳǘ 
It’s our 30-Hour Famine Fundraiser.  You have been 
asked to help with playing with the kids while the 
parents go out for a couple of hours.  
 
Sunday, March 11, 6:00 PM 
Meet in Fellowship Hall for supper.  Ms. Sally and Ms. 
Karen will share information with us about the 30-Hour 
Famine. 
 
Stay tuned in to find out what is planned for 
Sundays, March 18 & 25. 
Mark your calendars for 6:00 PM. 
 

Would you like to 
make SOUP or BREAD 

for Holy Thursday? 
 

If you would like to be part of the teams that prepare 
the Holy Thursday (April 5th) Noon or evening meals, 
please contact Ms. Jeannine at jneuen@towsonumc.org 
or 410-823-3698. 

Kathie Metz 
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Church Family News 
 

Virginia Haile Ramsey passed away Friday, January 27, 
2012.  A Memorial Service will be scheduled at a later 
date. 
Francis Maxwell passed away Tuesday, February 14, 
2012.  A Memorial Service will be announced. 

 
TOWSON  CHURCH’S   
INCLEMENT  WEATHER  POLICY 
When Baltimore County Public Schools (BCPS) are 
CLOSED FOR THE DAY due to poor weather conditions, 
church sponsored meetings, classes, and rehearsals take 
place only if your chairperson or facilitator is willing.  
Meetings and events scheduled for the day sponsored by 
outside organizations are CANCELLED. 
     If BCPS open TWO hours late, meetings and events 
scheduled before 10:00 AM are CANCELLED. 
     If BCPS CLOSE TWO hours early, meetings and 
events scheduled in the evening are CANCELLED. 
     Questions about Sunday morning services?  Under 
most circumstances, the church is open Sunday mornings.  
If itôs really questionable, watch WJZ-TV (local channel 
13) for closings.  We have a link on our website for 
updates, and we will post on our Facebook page. 

 
ISLAM:  FACT AND FALLACY 
A series of 4 lecture-discussions on Islam will be held at 
Hunts Memorial UM Church (Old Court Rd. at Joppa Rd.) 
on successive Tuesday evenings 7:00-8:30, February 28, 
March 6, 13, & 20.  To be led by Dr. Faheem Younus of 
the Upper Chesapeake Medical Center.  Childcare 
provided.  Call 410-329-7770 to let them know you are 
coming.  Ask Jack Chamberlain for details. 

 
FASHION SHOW/LUNCHEON 
Wednesday, March 7, 12:30 PM 
Donation: $16.00 ð Fashions by Christopher & Banks 
Timonium United Methodist Church,  
Pot Spring & Chantrey Roads, Timonium.   
For tickets, contact Lucette Bowers at 410-821-7339. 

 
UMW MARCH MEETING & LUNCHEON 
Tuesday, March 20

th
 at 10:30 

Better not wait another day to 
call your reservation in to 
Thelma McCormick at 410-825-
6188 for the March luncheon in 
Fellowship Hall.  Deadline is 
March 18th!    
     Our program features Ms. 
Dale Griffin, Coordinator of 

Volunteer Services at the Board of Child Care.  Her talk  
and slides will show how Auxiliary Volunteers are at work 
for the BCC.  
     Cost is $8.00 for lunch; pay at the door.  ALL ARE 
WELCOME and encouraged to hear about this 
fantastic program the United Methodist provide for 
foster children right here in Baltimore County. 
 

THE TUMC WOMEN'S BOOK CLUB 
é will meet Sunday, March 25th at 
4pm in the parlor. We will discuss 
the Baker Towers by Jennifer Haigh. 
     The novel follows the lives of three 
generations of a family in a small 
mining town in PA after World War II. 
The author is able to write convincingly 
of the joys and struggles in their lives. 

 
SPRING FLEA MARKET 
Saturday, April 28, 9:00 to 12 Noon, 
Fellowship Hall 
If your good intentions went by the boards, 
you must get busy now and search for 

unused items you wish to donate to this fundraiser.  
Contact either Lorraine Jacobs at 410-825-3051 or  
Ida Lou Hudler at 410-825-4922 to make arrangements 
NOW for delivery of your ñfleasò to the church. 
     A cake table will be available and now is the time for 
you to name what cake or other goodie you wish to donate 
by calling Lucette Bowers at 410-821-7339 or Nancy 
Crabbin at 410-296-9322.  The usual Food Corner will be 
set up for the sale of hotdogs and drinks. 
     Better get busy, huh? 

 
RUSSIA TRIP 
Pastor Rod is planning a return trip to Russia this summer 
to be in ministry with the people in the Veronezh area of 
southern Russia.  Dates are July 26–August 10.  Cost 
will be between $2,500 and $3,000. Contact him as soon 
as possible if you are interested. 

 
COLLECTING FOR OUR WOUNDED SOLDIERS 
WALTER REED AT BETHESDA 
Four times a year we collect items for the wounded 
soldiers at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center.  
The government issues these items only once, then 
soldiers have to obtain them on their own.  In many cases, 
these items have been left at the site where the soldier 
was injured and airlifted to a hospital.  Your contributions 
are greatly appreciated!  Here is what they need: 

 Menôs shower gel 
 Womenôs shower gel 
 Pro Fusion razors and shaving gel 
 Degree deodorant for men 
 Degree deodorant for women 
 Low cut ankle socks for men 
 Low cut ankle socks for women 
 Kleenex tissue 
 Individual hand sanitizer 
 Laundry detergent (small pkg) 
 Body lotion    
 Cotton sweat suitsð 
                 Small to XX-LargeðMen & Women  
 Rolling duffle bags with the slide out handle 
  Umbrellas 

Bring your contribution to the church and place in  
the Sharing Bin marked WRNMC in the main lobby by 
March 16. Thank you. 
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A new session of Financial Peace University is about to 
begin.  We have room for a few more so now is the time 
to register.   

Classes will be held on Sunday afternoons 
4:00 — 6:00  

starting on March 11 or 18  
(some details still need to be worked out) 

for 13 weeks   
Child care will be provided. 

     Still thinking about taking the courseé 
     Imagine what your finances would look like if you 
decided not to conform.  One of the things Dave Ramsey 
says is: ñNormal is BROKE! So be weird!ò and Financial 
Peace University will show you exactly how to do that; 
how to start eliminating debt so youôre free to do things 
youôve always wanted to do! 
      Youôve got to take this class to see for yourself how 
much peace you can actually have in your home when 
you get your money under control. This is the most 
practical stuff out there on how to manage everything 
God has given you. And itôs the best time youôll ever have 
learning about money! 
     Cost for the course and materials is $100.  Now is the 

time to register.  Contact Dale Springer 
(cdale241@aol.com) with your questions or interest.  

Let’s all be weird. 
 

OREGON RIDGE DINNER THEATER 
The American Phantom of the Opera 
Sunday, April 15, 2012 
Buffet lunch at 12:30pm. Show begins at 2:00pm. Price is 
$38.00/per person. It includes the buffet, the show, and 
gratuities. Please make checks payable to TUMC Senior 
Adult Council. Contact Nancy deLaski by April 5 for 
reservations (410-581-3881). 

 
ZUMBA GOLD DANCE-FITNESS  
One hour class thatôs fun and easy-to-
moderate for beginners and active older adults.   
Friday mornings in March at 10:30 AND  
Thursday evenings at 5:45 in Room 214-216 
Just $45 pre-paid registration for 5 classes; $10/class for 
drop-ins.  E-mail love2-zumba@usa.net, or call Betsy 
 410-456-7026. 

 
FOOD NEEDED FOR EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY: 

Cereal (such as Raisin Bran, Cheerios, Corn Flakes) 
Oatmeal (instant or regular)  
Meaty Chunky Soups  Canned Mandarin Oranges 
Chili  Canned Pineapple 
White Tuna   Beef Stew  
Spaghetti Noodles Canned Spaghetti Sauce 
Peanut Butter (small jars, please)  

Please bring your food to the Sharing Bins in the main 
lobby of the church and place in the marked bins.   

The 15  ounce size 
cans are preferred 
ð no glass jars, 
please!                                                                       
       Thanks! 
(Our Emergency 
Food Pantry is open 
to the Baltimore 
County public the 
last Thursday 
evening of every 
month from 6:00-
7:00 and the last 
Saturday morning 
from 9:00-10:30.) 
 
 
 
 
 
UPPER ROOM 
DAILY 
DEVOTIONALS 
(in regular and large 
print) are available in 
the main lobby of the 
church on the 
devotions table 
under the stained 
glass display.  The 
suggested donation 
is $1.00. 

EASTER FLOWERS 2012 
The United Methodist Men have arranged for you to place a Memorial or 
Honor spring plant in the Chancel during the Easter Season.  A complete 
listing of donors will be available on Easter Sunday and the following 
Sunday service if your order is received on or before Sunday, April 1

st
. 

Complete and mail to:   
Towson United Methodist Men,   

501 Hampton Lane, Towson, MD 21286 
Make check payable to:  TUMM 

YOUR NAME_______________________________________________________________________ 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF_____________________________________________________________ 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF_____________________________________________________________ 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF_____________________________________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF______________________________________________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF______________________________________________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF______________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE SEND MY PLANTS TO A SHUT-IN 

____YES                ____NO 

 

I WISH TO PICK UP MY PLANT AFTER EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE     

____YES                 ____NO 

The price for 
each plant:  

$18.00 

mailto:cdale241@aol.com
mailto:love2-zumba@usa.net
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As you consider final plans for yourself 
and your family, please  remember the 
Columbarium on the side of our church.   
     Niches are available for purchase by 
contacting Judy Hobbs at 410-337-9013. 

THE SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY GROUP  
is collecting  

OLD EYE GLASSES and  
USED CELL PHONES to be recycled. 

Look for the basket in the main office of the church. 

DUE DATES FOR FUTURE ARTICLES IN THE 
HIGH SPIRE 

April 2012 issue — due Wednesday, March 14 
May 2012 issue ð due Wednesday, April 11 
All articles need to be in the marked folders 

outside Room 315 
OR ð you may e-mail it to  

Cathy Rosellini at crosellini@towsonumc.org. 

TOWSON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

501 Hampton Lane, Towson, Maryland 21286 é 410-823-6511 é 410-823-8916 Fax 
 

Office hours are Monday through Friday 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
 

w w w . t o w s o n u m c . o rg 
 

MINISTRY TEAM  
 

  Rev. Dr. John R. Schol ······················· Resident Bishop 

 Rev. Dr. Anthony Hunt ······················ District Superintendent 

 David Garman & Susan Gralley  ········ Church Lay Leaders 
 

Rev. Dr. Roderick Miller Lead Pastor 410-823-3640 rmiller@towsonumc.org off Thursdays 

Rev. Dr. William Raker Minister of Visitation 410-665-7052 mjr8wlr@comcast.net works from home 

Rev. Margery Schammel Minister of Discipleship 410-823-2485 mschammel@towsonumc.org Sun.-Wed. 

Kathie Metz Director of Music 410-823-6519 kmetz@towsonumc.org off Fridays 

Sally Tarr Assistant Director of Music 410-823-6519  part-time 

Jeannine Neuen Director of Christian Education 410-823-3698 jneuen@towsonumc.org off Thursdays 

Cathy Rosellini Communications 410-823-3689 crosellini@towsonumc.org off Fridays 

Kim Ayres Business Manager 410-823-3693 kayres@towsonumc.org Mon.-Fri. 

Loren Todd Building Superintendent 410-823-2153 ltodd@towsonumc.org off Wednesdays 

Bob Ashby Maintenance Assistant   part-time 

Nicole Seabolt Receptionist & Information 410-823-6511 towsonumc@towsonumc.org off Tuesdays 
 

 

The following Pastors may be reached at their homes: 
 

    Rod Miller  410-465-2335 Bill Raker  410-665-7052 Margery Schammel  410-592-3805  


