
      Valuing Your Input   
 

I want to begin by offering my prayers and wishes to you for this new year 2012.  May this year be one of 
fulfillment, purpose, and love for you and your loved ones! 

At the Administrative Board planning day in October, several topics emerged as areas of emphasis and 
direction for this new year.  The topic that carried the most interest and discussion related to our Sunday 
morning schedule.  It is clear that when TUMC made the decision in 2007 to move to the current schedule  
(8:30 AM worship, 9:45 AM Sunday School and Christian Connections, and 11 AM worship), our Christian 
Connections (adult classes) really had an opportunity to grow.  And they did!  They have grown significantly to 
the point that they are now one of the strongest and most vital ministries of our church.  We have also 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ 

The question before us now is what to do going forward.  One of the comments I heard is that our current 
schedule makes a long day for young families and children.  While our congregation highly values both worship 
and learning, our current design is a big commitment, and even more so if your children or youth are singing in 
one of our choirs.   

Task forces have been discussing this question and conversations have been taking place in various 
settings.  Questions before us include: Who is God calling us to be, and what are we being called to do 
today?  Specifically, what does it mean to meet the Sunday morning needs of our congregation and reach out 
to individuals and families who may be interested in connecting with our church?  How might we adjust what 
we have been doing on Sunday mornings to purposefully address our worship life and learning for all 
ages?  What might we do to create a Sunday morning environment that allows for our current congregation 
and new people to come to faith in Jesus Christ and grow and live as His disciples?  

We Need and Want Your Input!   A survey is included in this issue of the High Spire.  I am asking that you 
fill it out by January 12.  Please take the survey online by going to our church website, www.towsonumc.org, 
ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ άWŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмн {ǳǊǾŜȅέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƳŀǊƎƛƴΦ 

We would like to hear from as many of our congregation (members and participants) as 
possible.  Spouses are encouraged to complete the survey, as well as youth and children.  Names are not 
requested and responses are confidential.  We want you to tell us what you think, and we are asking that you 
pray about your response.  Those who are participating in one of our programs, and friends who may or may 
not have attended Sunday morning worship are encouraged to complete a survey, too.  

Our sermon series in January is:  Becoming Aware of God's Calling in Your Life.  I look forward to seeing 
you in the new year! 

Peace, 

 

 Rev. Rod Miller, Lead Pastor 
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Towson United Methodist Churchôs mission is to  

proclaim the Word of God  

and to make disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Faithful discipleship includes 

celebration, connection, development, service, and sharing. 

Decemberõs Good MemoriesDecemberõs Good MemoriesDecemberõs Good Memories   



MOON 
O wonderful moon in the heavens above, 
/ǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜΣ 
Casting your white glow against the dark night, 
Do you sing to your Creator who fashioned your light? 

O silvery moon, so perfectly round, 
With praises to God do you sing and resound? 
Do you join with the stars as they sing to His name? 
His might to declare and His glories proclaim! 

O beautiful moon in the vast starry sky, 
Do you sing to your Maker who reigns from on high? 
Who fashioned you well by His single command, 
And set you in orbit, as He wondrously planned. 

O tell us, bright moon, illumining us here, 
Do you join in the music of the spheres? 
Or do you shine with a glory subdued and dimτ 
So we can behold it, and worship Him. 

From Prelude to Eternity,© 2009 by Joyce Keedy 

Once more, January has come, that time of the year 
when the cold, clear night sky is amazingly sprinkled with 
countless stars, and the beautiful white moon bathes  
the earth with its gentle glow.  Truly, the heavens are 
telling the glory of God.  May we behold the 
breathtaking beauty of these starry, moonlit nights of 
winter and worship Him who is our Lord, our Savior, and 
our eternal joy. 

 
 
WITH GRATITUDE 

TUMC has really been our home church ever since 
we joined in 1985.  Thanks to all of you for your love and 
support over the years and especially now since John 
died.                                                               τ Phyl Lansing  

 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD τ SHOEBOXES 
Thank you to all who participated in this worthwhile 

program, either by filling a shoebox or monetary 
donations. This year, 129 shoeboxes were collected at 
Towson United Methodist Church. These shoeboxes 
were shipped to the Charlotte, NC collection center for 
subsequent distribution to children in 100 countries 
worldwide.  For many children, this may be the first and 
only gift they will receive for Christmas. 
Thank you for your caring and generosity. ά¸ƻǳǊ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ 
ƭƻǾŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ DƻŘ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ 
ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣέ CǊŀƴƪƭƛƴ DǊŀƘŀƳΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ {ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴΩǎ 
Purse.   
tΦ{Φ {ǘŀǊǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƴƻǿ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 

boxes so we can top 129.                 τNancy & John Ross 
 
THANK YOU FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
ȅƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ²ŀƭǘŜǊ wŜŜŘΩǎ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
Assistance Center.  Your generosity has a direct impact in 
supporting our wounded, ill, and injured patients 
evacuated from the Middle East to Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center in Bethesda, and the family 
members who come to aid and comfort them. 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ōŜ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƎǊŀǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 

such an outpouring of affection from Americans like you 
for these men and women who continue to serve our 
country so bravely.  The support you have given us 
contributes so tangibly in the physical and psychological 
recuperation of those who have sacrificed so much. 

Again, thank you for your kind thoughts and heartfelt 
generosity. 

 
THE COONEY VOLUNTEER-IN-MISSION FUND 

This fund was established in the name of David and 
wƻōƛƴ /ƻƻƴŜȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tŀǎǘƻǊ 
5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ¢ƻǿǎƻƴ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ 
Church.  David and Robin have requested that we donate 
this fund to the Central Conference Pension Initiative.  
This initiative is raising money to fund pensions of clergy 
and their spouses in other parts of the world who do not 
have a funded pension program and retire with little or 
nothing.  Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) 
wanted to respect their wishes.  We have donated the 
ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŀƴŘ wƻōƛƴΩǎ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Central Conference Pension Initiative in November. 

 
JANUARY COMMUNION / MISSION OFFERING 
Jan. 1st and throughout Jan. we will accept donations for 
our Volunteer-in-Mission trip to NC Jan. 15-20. Thanks. 

Become Aware of Godõs Calling in Your Life 



Y!¢IL9Ω{ bh¢9{ τ MUSICALLY SPEAKING!   
Happy New Year! 
Are you feeling a call to start something new? Or 

maybe a pull back to something you used to do but have 
drifted away from? Now is a GREAT time to try out a 
ŎƘƻƛǊΗ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŀǳŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
commit to singing or ringing for the rest of your life. 
There are so many bonuses that come with participating 
ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘƻƛǊΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅΣ ƻƴŎŜ 
ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ƛǘΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
loving and accepting small-group-families on the planet. 
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
developing a God-given ability you may not even know 
ŀōƻǳǘΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǿŜŀǊ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀ ƭŀȅŜǊ ƻƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƭŘ 
ŘŀȅǎΦ ό¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŜŀǊ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ƙƻǘ ŘŀȅǎΣ ǘƻƻΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎΦύ !b5Σ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 
have a reserved seat up front on Easter Sunday! 

Carol Choir (grades 2-5) will start learning their 
musical. Trebles (1st graders) will begin learning how to 
use our hymnal.   Alleluia Singers (6th-12th grades) will 
start learning the program for choir tour.  All choirs will 
begin music for Lent, Holy Week, and Easter. Celebration 
Ringers has several openings.  You should be able to read 
music and to have some ringing experience to join. 
Genesis Bells (beginners) has a few vacancies, and Tower 
Chimes is always on the look-out for subs. 

Please let me know you are planning to join us by 
calling 410-404-усуфΧƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇΗ 

All the choirs will begin again on the scheduled date 
listed below: 

Cherubs, Trebles, and Carol Choir start Jan. 3 at 6:00 PM 

Genesis Bells also starts on Jan. 3 at 7:00 PM 

Tower Chimes Handbell Choir begins Jan. 4, 6:30 PM 

Chancel Choir rehearsals resume Jan. 4 at 7:30 PM 

Celebration Ringers, Alleluia Singers and Rock 2012  
choir members (6th-12th graders) will start Jan. 8 at 4:00, 
5:00, and 6:00 PM, respectively 
 

PIZZA AND A MOVIE NIGHT 
January 21, 2012 τ 5:30 ς 8:00 PM 
Children in Grades 2 ς 5    Friends are welcome! 
E-mail jneuen@towsonumc.org to let her know you will 
be attending. 
 
²ha9bΩ{ w9¢w9!¢ 
!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘΚ  5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ 
out.  Join us on February 24 ς 26 at Greenwood Hills 
.ƛōƭŜ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ ά{ƻǳƭ {ƛǎǘŜǊǎέ ς nourish your 
soul as sisters of faith.  Registration forms are located on 
the lobby Information Table and also on the church 
website at www.towsonumc.org. 
   

FOYER FELLOWSHIPS 
Would you like to meet with a few 
people from TUMC to talk, laugh, 
get to know one another better, or 
just spend some time together? 

We are forming small groups (6-8 people of all ages) 
who will meet monthly with no agenda, except to be 
together!  Your small group may decide to meet in a 
home, go to the movies, have dinner out, meet for 
ŎƻŦŦŜŜΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǿŀƭƪΣ ƻǊ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ τ 
whatever appeals to your group.  You may encourage 
new people to join your group at any time.  You will 
meet in January and each month thereafter until June.  
We will gather in June to celebrate your times together 
and talk about how the small groups were good, how 
they could be changed, and how to do this again in the 
Fall. 

Sign up for the groups will be Sunday, January 8, 9:45-
10:45 AM.  There will be no Sunday School or adult 
Christian Connections this morning τ just fellowship, 
coffee, and sign ups. 

Questions? Contact Rev. Margery at 410-823-2485 or 
mschammel@towsonumc.org. 
 
FOOD NEEDED FOR OUR EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY: 

Cereal (such as Raisin Bran, Cheerios, Corn Flakes,             
Beef Stew                                                     and Oatmeal) 
Canned Spaghetti Sauce Spaghetti Noodles 
Canned Pineapple  Canned Chili  
Canned Manwich Peanut Butter   
Canned Tuna Fish (white meat, please) 

Bring  your food to the Sharing Bins in the main lobby of 
the church and place in the marked bin.  The 15 ounce 
size cans are preferred τ no glass jars, please!  Thanks! 
 
STEPHEN MINISTRIES provides Christian care to hurting 
people in a congregation.  We are exploring the 
possibility of re-introducing Stephen Ministries at 
TUMC.  If you have previously been a part of or are  
interested in learning more about Stephen Ministries, 
please contact Carolyn Schnur at 410-207-5714 or 
carolyn_re@yahoo.com or Jennifer Mergerian at  
443-484-2496 or jennifermergerian@yahoo.com. 

 

THE AMERICAN RED CROSS IS LOOKING FOR BLOOD 
DONORS!  There is a shortage of blood during this 
holiday season and the ARC is looking for donors, 
especially type O donors.  Your donation will help to save 
lives.  If you donate prior to Jan 6, 2012 you will maintain 
your eligibility for our next TUMC in-house blood drive.  
The next TUMC community blood drive will be Saturday, 
March 3.  Please remember to mark your calendars and 
save the date! 

mailto:jneuen@towsonumc.org
http://www.towsonumc.org
mailto:carolyn_re@yahoo.com
mailto:jennifermergerian@yahoo.com


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO ASSIST DURING WORSHIP 
Would you like to be a Liturgist? 

We are looking for volunteers who enjoy public 
speaking and are willing to serve TUMC as lay 
liturgists.  Liturgists assist with our worship services, 
reading scripture passages, prayers and other spoken 
portions of the service.    

 Would you like to be a Communion Server? 
We are in need of volunteers to serve TUMC as 
communion servers. 

  We need more Acolytes and Crucifers! 
If you are old enough and tall enough to safely light a 
candle, this is for you!  We are looking for youth and 
young adult volunteers who are willing to serve as 
acolytes.  Training will be provided.   

If you are interested in any of these opportunities for 
service, please contact Jennifer Anders at 410-830-9889 
OR tumcworshiphelp@gmail.com.   

If you are currently on the list and would like to be taken 
off, please let me know that as well. 

 

LOVE TO DANCE BUT HATE TO EXERCISE? 
Achieve your 2012 fitness goals with ZUMBA GOLD. 

Hot Latin rhythms will really warm up your winter!  1 
hour sessions Fridays, Jan. 6, 13, 20, & 27 at 10:30 AM in 
Room 214-216. $35 pre-paid registration or $10 drop-in 
fee.   NEW Thursday 5:45 PM sessions, Jan. 12, 19, & 26.  
Just $25 pre-paid registration or $10 drop-in. 

E-mail love2-zumba@usa.net,  
or call Betsy 410-456-7026. 

VALENTINES, SOCKS, AND BOOKS 

FOR THE HOUSE OF RUTH 

During the month of January,  
the Guest Ministries Committee will  
be collecting warm socks for the women at the House of 
Ruth and boxes of Valentines for the children. We are 
also requesting donations of gently used books, 
especially those that teenagers would enjoy.  Please 
place your contribution in the containers provided at the 
Welcome Station in the main lobby.   Those wishing to 
make a monetary donation, please make checks out to 
¢ƻǿǎƻƴ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ άDǳŜǎǘ 
aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎκIƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ wǳǘƘΦέ  ¸ƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ 
thoughtful contribution is greatly appreciated. 

 

¢¦a/ ²ha9bΩ{ .hhY /[¦. 
We will be meeting again on January 22, 2012 from 
4:00τ5:30 in the church parlor.  At that time, we will 
discuss the book Three Weeks With My Brother, by 
Nicholas & Micah Sparks.  If anyone has questions, 
please contact Carol Woodworth at 410-870-1728, 
carolwoodworth@comcast.net ςorς Jennifer Mergerian 
at 443-484-2496, jennifermergerian@yahoo.com. 

All women are welcome to attend the Book Club 
discussions.  No need to RSVP.  

 

FEBRUARY HIGH SPIRE 
Information for the February issue, which includes 

Lent, is due Jan. 19 to Cathy, crosellini@towsonumc.org. 
 

TOWSON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

501 Hampton Lane 

Towson, MD  21286 

410-823-6511 

www.towsonumc.org 

Rev. Dr. Roderick Miller, Lead Pastor 

Rev. Margery Schammel, Minister of Discipleship 

Rev. Dr. William Raker, Minister of Visitation 

Kathie Metz, Director of Music 

Sally Tarr, Assistant Director of Music 

Jeannine Neuen, Director of Christian Education 

 

Happy New Year!  


